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Philosopher of
Folly's Column
Poem }ﬂ\bnu;]-:hn Maynard
Is Finally Discovered
by Ted Robinsen

Tha Mtt;phrnlﬂan: Fxperfrnent

I am trving I am yearning,
1 am seeking, I am hinting,
T am twu.tmg; I am 1uruing,

I arn prying 1 am squinting;
And some day when my inspection
(ets me just precisoly twisted,

I ghall go in a divecticn
That you didi:'t know existed!
With a sudden whire of pinians,
I shall make a right ascension
T the ahsolute dominions

That we call the Foucth Dimaepn- -

sior
And my shsence will coniound you
Though you're abgolutely near
Me-— :
Il bhe with you, all around you,
But you cannot soe or nNear me..,
There! {I had a sudden sinking
That was hopeful whilé it lasted)
It wili happen quick zs winking—
Gosh, bk 1.r|_‘|il’L1 he ﬂﬂbh?‘.l"gfﬁﬁiﬂﬁ’

Concerniag John Maynard

A great many tm‘res;:ﬁn&ents
have hurried to my 2id in the
matter of the ppem =abou: John
Mavnard. And I remembered the
poem &5 so0o0n a3 [ oeaw the [irsl
Tine, FAward Thurch Smith reas
mombered five complote  stanzas
ard wrote them down for me; this
is the firsl. taili‘.' af ihE fll'il stanrs

—

.| seribed’
. mhrhte manume:nt in Buffale:

‘Twas ¢n Lake Erie's broad exparse,
One bright midsummer’s day,
The gallant stzamer, Ocean Queen,

Sweplt proudly on ber way ..,

I have received a letfer on the
subject, from Rimmer, alse, who
gays that the poem iz found in
Sheldon's Fifth Header= [(1382) and
the author is the well-known
Anonymous, DBut that Graonge's
Index io Peetrv and Regitatlons
credits Horatio Alge=, jr., with the
atrthorship.

Without Jnvestigating any [ur-
ther. I give strong credence ia the
atiributinn last piven. The whole
poem  of 32 eight-line stanzas is
Hperisly in every cdetail Hopratio
Alger, jr,. scems to have heen
fuided by the one safe mils, neve:
o uwse an original expression when
a cliche was available, and never
1o let a =e 2 go plain when it
could he amhellisned by a hromide.
' The last {wo lines -of the second
stanza mnake a magnificent exam-
ple of the an‘InstErs prosaic vo-
cﬂhﬂlaﬂ"

Alas 100 Iate, though quick and
snarp
And clear hiz grders pame,
o human efforts eould awvait
To gquench the asziduocus flame.

1 am still szarching, however, for
what ! asleed for in.the first place—
the Etusn: piece abowl the same
lekend. I think I am on itz irail,
howeover, and I should be more than
grateful io Mrs, Nina Fiirssinunons
if she would send me her verzion.

The German ballode, which I
epoke of the other d&;r. 1z py Theo-
| dore Fontane. Tt s -a very dra-
| matic piece, and Ends with . ihe
epitaph mppr:rsﬂu:! to have bean in-
. .Lp gulden Jetters om -a

“H:-‘-r ruhl:- Johy Maynernd. In
Qualm und #rand
Hielt er das Stewer fest in der
Zr Fﬂna it e di
at uns gereited, er traept die
Eron',
Br starh fuer ans, unser '_l:'.fphe: aein
" Lohm.

t John Wevoa-dt



