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Heroism Has lts Complexities
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was forgotten as lime passed, as most ber-

But John Ma

oes are — forgottén the people of his
native Ammaa, that is. I—]ia,mrnamdhis
feat_of

er John ‘Maynard to be in the same super-
man league of Americans as George Wash-
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It i sort of embarrassing to lose‘a

bora fide hero, especially one whose
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driven “hy remorse and curiosity, Dick
Burke of the Buffals Evening Iiewst.nu‘li
the time for some scholarly research into
t he Maynard stiry. He discovered that
many ° scholars. had been there before him;
minst recertly, Dr. Marvin A. Rapp, Niaga-
ra coundry historian, who wrote about the
mgen&a:y mrwnmnﬂsammamnem
a piéce entitled, “Jobn Maynard —
EnEHgm,
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gong. for ‘all the confusion and unceriainty -

abowt this- American hero is that the poets
and essayisis kept changing the poor fel-
low's name. Wer ist John Maynard? Well,
John  Mavnard's right name was Luther
Fuller. Some aothorities think he was re-
christened by Charles Dickens in a story
called, “Helmsman of Lake Erie,” pub-

lished mmmwmmm

cial Advertiser and the Western Litecary

. Som# believe his name was
{:hﬂﬂgtdagamlnlat.erm “to-Jim Blud-
g0 by John Hay of Cleveland.

The fact would seem to be, though, that
Joln Maynard really was Luther Fuller, a
wheelsman on the steamer Erie, which
puﬂ:dwtdmtﬂahhrhmmthnﬂﬂﬁng
of Angust 9, 1841, bound for Dunkirk and
pmutswwtwﬂia]ﬂmgaﬂi:tu!m

300 persons. _

Four bours out of Buffalo and eight
miles off shore, nt:pomtmnnppmita
Silver Creek, N.Y., the steamer suddenly .
ert:pt!dmﬂamu Capt. T. J. Titos ordered
Fuller io head for the dark shoreline, hop-
ing to beach the boat and save as many
hives as he could.

BUT THE ERIEhurdaiim“mmlt
could travel, and by the time a.rescue boat
arrived on the scene, Itwnsahletnpmklrp_
only 50 survivers. Some 250 persans per-
ished in the disaster — among them Luther
Fuller, or John Maynard, who stayed at the
wheel and guided the boat toward share
even when he was enveloped in- flames.
Undermnamearthenﬂnrhehcamean
international hero.

Under still another name. that of
James Rafferty, be later became more a
man of mystery than ever. A man nathed

James Rafferty, “a. common drunkard, a
mmteﬂmuﬂuﬂeﬂermﬂapﬂnper“ﬁ

_ in the Erie County Hospiai in Erie, Pa., on

Nov. 22, 1900. Twelve years later, thaseu'en
tary of the Erie Historical Society revealed
that Rafferty’s real name was Lauther Full-
er — the same herole wheelsman who sup-
posedly bad died in the steamboat fire so
many years before. The -official, -one An-
drew Blila, had been a ship's boy on the
Erie the night it burned and knew Fuller
well. He said that Fuller had been badly
burned, but had floated ashore on a piece
of debris.

The moral is clear. When wvou ask,
“Wer ist John Maynard?,™ yuu!ladbeﬁer

brace yoursel.



